
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

On Sunday, Richard Reid is taking the services at 
North Hillingdon (9.30 am) and Hayes End (11.00 
am). Hayes has its first service since lockdown – 
their Harvest Festival at 11.00 am with the Revd 
Ken Kingston. Please come to any of the services 
if you feel confident. Alternatively, there is still 
the circuit Zoom service is at 10.45 am.  
 

Be a signpost   (Matthew 21:23-32) 
 
The story continues …  
 
A couple of weeks ago, I mentioned that my 
youngest daughter was on a Duke of Edinburgh 
practice expedition weekend, where she learnt 
amongst other things how to pack a rucksack so it 
doesn’t feel too heavy or too uncomfortable to 
carry. Well, now we discover whether she learnt 
what she was taught. 
 
This weekend is her assessed two-day expedition. 
So she’s spent the week hunched over a map, 
plotting a route, make a list of directions and 
acting as a signpost for the group she’ll be walking 
with … 
 
Again, hold that thought of a signpost. 
 
In this week’s passage from Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus is now in Jerusalem. He is speaking in and 
around the temple in Jerusalem., the focus of the 
faith of God’s people at the time of Jesus. His 

teaching had already caused controversy out in 
the sticks, but now imagine how incendiary it must 
be at this centre of faith. 
 
Jesus is asked by the temple officials about his 
authority and where he gets it from. But, as often 
as is the case, inside of an answer Jesus responds 
with another question and a story or a parable 
about two sons. 
 
The first son gives the wrong answer, but does the 
right thing. And the second answers appropriately, 
but his actions undermine his words. Jesus 
presents a clear challenge “Which of the two did 
the will of his Father?” 
 
Jesus has turned the conversation away from a 
question of authority to one of obedience – 
“Which of the two did the will of his Father?” 
 
Jesus’ link between authority and obedience is no 
accident. The son who’d agreed to work in the 
vineyard but failed to turn up lost all authority and 
credibility within the household. Who would trust 
him ever again? The other son who turned up 
despite words to the contrary was someone who 
walked the walk, rather than talking the talk. 
Ideally the third option – someone who said and 
did the right thing – would be best. But given that 
option wasn’t available – actions spoke louder 
than words. 
 
Despite what we may think, many people have a 
curiosity in Christianity in general, and Christians 
in particular. They are quick to call out hypocrisy 
when they see it. They would rather people walk 
the walk, than just talk the talk. They want 
people’s lives to be signposts to God. 
 
Being a signpost to God is important and that is 
exactly what we are all called to be. But the 
amazing thing about a signpost is that it doesn’t 
just point the way ahead, it points the way behind 
too. 
 
Jesus told those listening that tax-collectors and 
prostitutes would be in front of the chief priests 
and elders when it came to the kingdom of 
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heaven. They had a story to tell, about the life that 
they had led, the love and acceptance that Jesus 
offered them and the change that Jesus brought to 
their lives. 
 
Don’t be afraid of your life and telling others about 
it. It’s your story to tell. But also be prepared to 
talk about what Jesus means to you and the effect 
he has on your life. Talk that talk, and walk that 
walk and you will be a signpost for God in the 
world.  
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Lord, for you and for ourselves; 
by your living power remake us. 
May we put self upon the cross 
and Christ upon the throne. 
Help us to put our past behind us, 
and for the future lead us. 
Lord of our lives, help us to be signposts for you. 
May we talk, walk and live for Christ alone. Amen. 

(based heavily on Timothy Dudley Smith’s hymn 
‘Lord, for the year your love has kept and guided’)  

 

 

A Word in Time Bible Study 
 
Before COVID, a number of people said that they 
can't get to church every Sunday, because of work 
or family commitments or other things. But they 
did want to find a way to stay in contact with the 
worshipping life of the church. And when lockdown 
began, this became the same for all of us. 
 
Alongside this weekly letter and the worship 
material that is also included, there are also 
weekly Bible study notes available for the Gospel 
reading for that Sunday. (Unfortunately, this is 
only available by email at the moment.) 
 
At the moment about 20 people receive it. If you 
want to join then, then please let me or Prima 
know (hahemcoffice@btinternet.com). 
 
The Bible background notes and questions for 
thought will come from 'A Word in Time', the 
Methodist Church's daily online Bible study 
(www.methodist.org.uk/a-word-in-time). 
 

Bible passages for Sunday 4 October 
Matthew 21:33-46; Philippians 3:4b-14 

Dial a prayer (plus) 
A FREE phone service to hear a prayer and 
Methodist Church news has been launched. 
    Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 
    Listen to news: 0808 281 2478 
(Content is updated every Thursday evening.) 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Traditionally harvest is a time to celebrate and 
offer thanksgiving for God’s bounty in nature. 
But what might harvest mean for those of us who, 
even in a COVID-shaped world, live in a busy 
urbanised environment? 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Claire McCollum explores Saltaire in Yorkshire. 
Now a world heritage site, the Victorian village 
was built by a Christian mill owner to transform 
the lives of his workers. 
 

 

Harvest time 
Our Harvest Services this year use All We Can’s 
theme of Change begins with a bicycle.  

Hayes – 27 September 
North Hillingdon – 4 October 

 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 

Local Preacher Philip Woods leads the 10.45 am 
circuit Zoom service. 
 
If you have the internet then use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WX
o2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 

Meeting ID – 827 0354 0378, Password – 947280.  
 
If you don’t have the internet, follow these steps 
and you should be able to join in from your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (827 0254 0378) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (947280) then the # key. 
 
 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) 
(ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
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