
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

As we are in lockdown, there are no services in 
our church buildings this Sunday. The Circuit 
Zoom Service takes place at 10.45 am. There is 
also a section Zoom service at 11.00 am. Details 
for both services are overleaf. 
 

The force of love     (Matthew 25:31-46) 
 
St Martin of Tours was a Roman soldier who lived 
about 300 years after Jesus, and later became the 
Bishop of Tours in France. But the most well-known 
story about him was when he was still a soldier … 
 
One day he met a beggar wearing rags and 
shivering with cold. Martin took his sword and cut 
his military cloak in half and gave half to the poor 
man to keep him warm. That night, Martin 
dreamed that Jesus was wearing the half of a cloak 
he had given away. (During the Middle Ages, 
French kings would take Martin’s cloak (cappa) 
into battle. A priest often cared for it, and they 
were called a cappellani. It is from this that the 
word ‘chaplain’ evolved.) 
 
This story puts flesh on the story that Jesus told. 
We probably have our own examples when we 
practised acts of kindness or been recipients of 
kindness. There are examples over the last few 
months of Covid of neighbours who never knew 
each other before, looking out for, caring and 
supporting one another. Whether you or they 
knew it, they embody those Gospel verses. 

 
This parable comes near the end of Matthew’s 
Gospel, just before the events leading up to Jesus’ 
crucifixion. It forms a bookend (or a parallel) to 
the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), where Jesus 
proclaimed who would be blessed and how. It is 
the conclusion to Jesus’ ministry of love and care. 
 
The actions that Jesus describes aren’t rocket 
science – anything but. They are our basic needs – 
food and drink, clothing, shelter, health, company 
(whether in a physical prison or the imposed covid 
prison of isolation and loneliness). But the focus on 
what people did, rather than what they believed. 
Don’t you ever think that you are too small, too 
old, too insignificant to do something for the sake 
of Jesus, for the sake of God’s kingdom. 
 
But what I only realised when reading the passage 
again this week is that neither the sheep nor the 
goats recognised the king at all when they were 
doing (or not doing) their acts of kindness and 
compassion. What was critical was the willingness 
to do the deed, not the capacity to discern Jesus in 
the person in need. In the case of Martin of Tours, 
it was only in a dream that night did he see Jesus 
in the face of the beggar. 
 
It was love in action. Love is or at least can or 
should be a powerful force. 
 
It’s a long time since I had a science lesson, but I’m 
married to a science teacher and both daughters 
study science. They tell me that for a force to be a 
force it needs to have both a magnitude (a size or 
power) and a direction. Love needs to be that. And 
in this parable it does. It’s not just a case of having 
food or drink to give (ie a size), for it to be effective 
it has to be given to someone (a direction). For 
Martin of Tours, it was not just the case of cutting 
his cloak in half, it had to be given to someone. It’s 
not a case of either/or, it’s both/and. 
 
Last year I heard about a Reverse Advent Calendar. 
Shops are full of advent calendars with a new 
window to open each day. A reverse advent 
calendar is different and very simple – it just needs 
a box. And each day of December you put an item 
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of food or something similar that can then be taken 
to a food bank after Christmas. There are collection 
points in some churches and many supermarkets 
also have places where you can donate goods. 
Here is one simple way we express the force of 
love, in both its power and its direction. 
 
The force of love … John wrote “We love because 
God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19). As we approach 
Advent and Christmas, these few words come to 
life. Our love comes out of the force of God’s love 
for us … the power of Jesus’ love which encom-
passed and cost his whole life, and the direction of 
God’s love towards us. It’s this love that gave 
Martin of Tours the love to share. And it’s this love 
that works for us, and can (by the power of the 
Holy Spirit) work in us and through us. Praise God!  
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Sometimes I am tired, 
or I am pre-occupied with other demands. 
Help me take time, help me make time, for kindness, 
so that rush can take its lower place, 
and kindness can rise up. 
Because you had much to do –  
but made time for me and for everyone anyway. 

(adapted from Roots, 2020) 

 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
Sunday 22 November 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Liberation in Lockdown – Exploring students’ exper-
iences of lockdown in a service from Manchester. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
From Gorton Monastery in Manchester, Katherine 
Jenkins launches the competition to find the BBC 
Young Chorister of the Year with the girls’ semi-final. 
Sunday 29 November 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Cities of Promise: a place for good news – on the 
eve of St Andrew's Day, theologian and scholar of 
Celtic Christianity, Gilbert Markus, reflects on the 
spiritual pilgrim's vision of a heavenly city. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Aled Jones introduces the boys’ chorister semi-final. 
 

Bible passages for future Sundays 
29 November – Mark 13:24-37; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
6 December – Mark 1:108; 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Zoom Services 
Sunday’s Hayes section Zoom service is at 11.00 am. 
Sue Lloyd will be leading and Ken will be preaching. 
 
To join the service, use the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5410641107?pwd=YX
c0c3lQeHFvRnBPZnRVUThjY1o3dz09  
Meeting ID: 541 064 1107, Passcode: 221120 
 
The Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am and is 
led by the Revd Andrew Pottage. 
 
To join the circuit service, go to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=W
Xo2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09 
Meeting ID: 827 0254 0378, Passcode: 947280 
 
You can join either service on your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

 

God’s Story. Your Story. Every Story. 
In the Methodist Church’s and Premier Radio’s 
series of faith, transformation, hope, repentance, 
healing and forgiveness, Deacon Theresa Sam from 
the Ealing Trinity Circuit shares her ‘reluctant walk 
with God’. You can hear it on Saturday at 5.30 pm 
on medium wave 1305, 1332, 1413 and 1566, as 
well as on DAB digital radio or Freeview 725. Go to 
https://www.methodistlondon.org.uk/woven-and-
premier-radio-series to catch up on past stories. 
 

 

Watching and Waiting 
The London Methodist District has produced a four-
week Advent course for small groups or personal 
Bible studies. Copies will be sent to you over the 
next week. If you can’t wait, download a copy from 
www.methodistlondon.org.uk/adventcourse2020. 
There are plans for a Zoom group to work through 
the material, probably on Thursday evening. Final 
details will be in next week’s sheet. 
 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) 
(ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
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