
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 
• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 
Face-to-face services continue to take place in all 
three churches this Sunday. Ken is leading 
worship in North Hillingdon at 9.30 am (with 
Holy Communion) and at Hayes at 11.00 am, 
whilst Neville Walton from Maidenhead is taking 
the service at Hayes End. Please come if you feel 
safe and confident to do so. For others, the 
Circuit Zoom Service starts at 10.45 am. (You can 
find the changed log-in details overleaf.) 
 
Please note, there is no Midnight Communion 
on Christmas Eve at Hayes End this year. 
 
Ken leads the Christmas Day services at 9.30 am 
(North Hillingdon) and 11.00 am (Hayes). And on 
27 December there are local arrangements at 
North Hillingdon (9.30 am) and Hayes (11.00 am) 
whilst Ken lead worships at Hayes End at 11.00 
am. (All services are subject to covid guidance.) 
 

Mary – God-bearer  (Luke 1:26-38) 
 
Maureen Lipman did a series of BT adverts on TV a 
while ago. My favourite was her talking to her 
grandson about his exam results where she praises 
him for getting an ‘ology’. 
 
Theology has plenty of long words, but one that 
keeps coming back to me is the Greek word – 
Theotokos. It is used to describe Mary and means 
‘God-bearer’. 
 

And this was the news that the angel gave her in 
that reading from Luke’s Gospel – “You will 
conceive in your womb and bear a Son, and you 
will name him Jesus.” (verse 31) 
 
I am not a woman and I can’t imagine what it is 
like to be pregnant, to carry someone growing 
within you for nine months. And what must it have 
been like for Mary to know that not only was she 
carrying a baby, but that this baby was the Son of 
God. What a privilege and what a responsibility to 
be theotokos – God-bearer. 
 
Yet according to Scripture, she took it in her stride 
– “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me, according to your word” (verse 38). 
 
It is not unusual to talk about Christian service – 
about loving your neighbour and caring for one 
another. But it is more than that – we are not 
called to just to be servants of God, but to be 
theotokos – bearers of God. Just like Mary. 
 
For many, if not all of us, this Christmas will be like 
no other. The Covid pandemic has dominated this 
year and will overshadow our Christmas in the 
things we do or don’t do, in the people we meet or 
don’t meet.  
 
But one thing hasn’t changed. We continue to 
carry God with us, bringing God into all aspects of 
our lives. God is there. 
 
But we don’t just carry God, God carries us. God 
bears us in our weakness, in our frailty and 
fragility, in our sadness, in our frustration. 
 
Amid the traditions of Christmas, the things that 
will happen (or not) this year, the changes and 
upheavals, this truth remains – God is with us.  
 
This is the miracle of the incarnation. This is the 
kernel of Christmas when you strip all else away. 
 
But Christmas is only the beginning, because not 
only is God with us, God is for us. For you. For me. 
And for all. Like Mary, we bear God. But more 
importantly, God bears us.  

Sunday 20 December 2020 
Luke 1:26-38 



 

 

Advent Prayer 
On the final Sunday in Advent, we light the candle 
of peace. Join us in leading a candle and pray:  
 
Put peace into each other’s hands 
   and like a treasure hold it, 
protect it like a candle flame, 
   with tenderness enfold it. 
In the darkness, we light a candle of peace, 
knowing that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  

 
Holy God, as we light this candle, 
help us to accept the peace that Jesus brings 
and nurture it as Mary nurtured 
   the Christ child in her womb. 

 
Put Christ into each other’s hands, 
he is love’s deepest measure; 
in love make peace, give peace a chance, 
and share it like a treasure. 
 

 
Circuit Zoom Services 
Sunday’s Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am 
led by the Catherine Wells. 
 
Peter Davies leads the Christmas Day service, and 
the worship on 27 December is a local 
arrangement.  
 
To take part in any of the services, go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88601433540?pwd=Vj
ZYUzBEVEFsOHdxS2VRRENUMzlsUT09 
Meeting ID: 886 0143 3540 Passcode: 611964 
 
You can also join the service through your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

Future Bible passages  
25 December – Luke 2:1-20; John 1:1-14 
27 December – Luke 2:22-40, Galatians 4:4-7 
3 January – John 1(1-9), 10-18, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Christmas on BBC Television and Radio 
20 December 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Cities of promise: a place for the Saviour - from the 
UK's smallest city, St Davids.  
11.15 am Sunday Worship BBC 1 
Worship from Winchester Cathedral. 
11.45 am Fern Britton meets BBC 1 
Linford Christie talks about his life, career and faith. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 1 
The UK’s favourite carol – with Aled Jones, Andrea 
Bocelli, Cliff Richard and the Kingdom Choir. 
Christmas Eve - 24 December 
3.00 pm Nine Lessons … Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Live from the chapel of King's College, Cambridge.  
5.30 pm Carols from Kings BBC 2 
The King’s College Choir sings carols old and new 
(repeated Christmas Day at 6.55 am) 
11.00 pm Once in Royal Davids Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Former choristers share their memories of singing 
the solo at the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
From Manchester Cathedral. 
11.45 pm Midnight Mass BBC 1 
From St Peter and St Paul Cathedral in Bristol. 
Christmas Day - 25 December 
6.00 am Gospel Christmas Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Soul diva Mica Paris goes back to her gospel roots. 
9.00 am Christmas Service Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
A draught in the stable – retelling the Christmas 
story 
10.00 am Christmas Morning BBC 1 
Worship with a Gospel flavour from the Church of 
God of Prophecy, Birmingham 
4.00 pm Star Child Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
The Christmas story offers love, hope and light. 
11.40 pm On Christmas Night BBC 1 
Ashley Banjo narrates Luke’s telling of the 
Christmas story. 
27 December 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Will no one rid me of this turbulent priest? – The 
Archbishop of Canterbury marks the 850th 
anniversary of the murder of Thomas Becket. 
 

 

Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
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