
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

On Sunday, there is a local arrangement at North 
Hillingdon (at 9.30 am), while Ken Kingston will 
be leading the Harvest Festival at Hayes End (at 
11.00 am). You are welcome at any service. (We 
still hope to have services back at Hayes from 
next Sunday - 27 September. The new ceiling 
looks amazing.) And, of course, there is the 
circuit Zoom service is at 10.45 am.  
 

It’s not fair 
(Matthew 20:1-16) 

 

“It’s not fair!” How many times have you heard 
that? And how many times have we actually said 
those words? 
 
We often hear them from children, who seem 
acutely aware from a very early age what is fair 
and unfair. And they are prepared to call out 
unfairness when they see it, especially if they feel 
they are the ones being unfairly treated. And 
honestly, to what extent do we grow out of that, 
even if we change how we draw attention to it? 
 
Jesus’ story about the workers in the vineyard is 
about fairness or unfairness. The owner of the 
vineyard goes out into the market square to hire 
workers. He agrees with them how much he is 
going to pay them for their work. He does this 
early in the morning, then at 9 o’clock, 12 noon, 3 
o’clock and again at 5 o’clock. Nothing wrong with 
that! 

It's at the end of the day that the problems start. 
The workers come together to collect their pay. 
And each is given what had been agreed. The 
discontentment comes when those who have 
worked from dawn and how have worked longer, 
feel that they deserve more than the workers who 
began at 5.00 pm. (Either that, or those who 
started later should receive less.) 
 
You can almost hear their protest – “It’s not fair!” 
 
It raises the question – what is fair?. Is it that 
everyone should be paid the same hourly rate for 
their work? Is it that each worker should be paid 
the rate for the work that was agreed before they 
started, regardless of what others are being paid? 
 
It raises issues of worth and equality in the 
workplace, especially when there are regular 
reports of people being disadvantaged because of 
their gender or the colour of their skin. And that 
most definitely is wrong! 
 
But, I think that looking at the story from that 
aspect is to miss the point. 
 
The landowner challenges the workers who were 
hired first – “Are you envious because I am 
generous?” (v 15). The answer is obviously ‘yes’, 
even though they may not have said it out loud.  
 
Generosity is the key. 
 
The amazing thing is that God is not fair. In fact, by 
worldly standards, it is the opposite. God is grossly 
unfair. But what God is though, is generous.  
 
Comparing ourselves with others can lead to a 
sense of entitlement and wanting have a proper 
differential reflecting people’s the level of service, 
seniority and effort. But the kingdom of God isn’t 
like that. It is about responding and belonging, not 
about earning recognition or reward.  
 
(This would have been a hard lesson to the Jewish 
Christians who were the first hearers of Matthew’s 
Gospel, as they were having to come to terms with 
the Gentile (non-Jewish) Christians who had been 
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grafted onto the people of God, without first 
having to become Jews.) 
 
But there is no entitlement in God’s kingdom, 
otherwise none of us would find a place. Instead, 
there is generosity, reward and God’s grace. 
 
In God’s kingdom, life’s normal pecking order is 
thrown out. Instead, “the last will be first, and the 
first will be last”. 
 
And we are left with the challenge to follow an 
unfair God (at least, be human standards). To look 
at the world with God’s eyes, to listen to the world 
with God’s ears, and to care with God’s generosity, 
God’s compassion and God’s grace. 
 

 

Looking back, planning forward 
There is news about increased rates of Covid-19 
infection, reports of restrictions around the UK and 
fears about a second wave. The circuit is trying to 
discover what worked (and what didn’t) during the 
lockdown earlier this year, in order to make 
preparations for what may happen this winter. 
 
For example: 

• How do we encourage mission as a priority 

when many are struggling to get by? 

• How do we become better neighbours  – 

linking with foodbanks, toy services, other 

Christmas activities etc? 

• How do we safely re-start our existing 

activities? How the circuit can offer support? 

• If we face future restrictions, how might we 

manage/plan things circuit-wide, or by section 

or local church? In terms of worship, pastoral 

care and finance, what worked or didn’t work 

in the lockdown earlier this year? 

• What can we do to make prayer a priority? 

• How do we communicate to our communities 

that our churches are still worshipping/praying? 

• How do we continue to play an active part in 

our communities? 

If you have responses to these questions or have 
other points or suggestions to make, then contact 
Ken or Prima (hahemcoffice@btinternet.com). 
 

Bible passages for Sunday 27 September 
Matthew 21:23-32; Philippians 2:1-13 

Prayer for the Week 
May the generosity of God inspire us, 
and the justice of God encourage us. 
Help me, Jesus, to be more than fair, 
showing the tender compassion of God 
who created and redeemed us. Amen. 

(adapted from Roots) 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
In a world where many are fearful, Father Brian 
D’Arcy asks where we can put our trust. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Rev Kate Bottley marks Harvest in Saddleworth, on 
the Yorkshire-Lancashire border, and Katie Piper 
meets a Christian minister helping Welsh farmers 
through times of crisis.  
 

 

Harvest time 
Our Harvest Services are coming up, using All We 
Can’s theme of Change begins with a bicycle.  

Hayes End – 20 September 
Hayes – 27 September (building work willing) 
North Hillingdon – 4 October 

 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 

Local Preacher Sue Lloyd leads the 10.45 am circuit 
Zoom service. 
 
If you have the internet then use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WX
o2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 

Meeting ID – 827 0354 0378, Password – 947280.  
 
If you don’t have the internet, follow these steps 
and you should be able to join in from your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (827 0254 0378) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (947280) then the # key. 
 
 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) 
(ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
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