
 

Dear friends,  

 
This coming week I am away for a few days to prepare for my ordination on Sunday 27 June (at 4.00 
pm). I would like to thank you for all your patience, support and encouragement over the last three 
years. You have played a crucial part in forming me into the minister I am (and will be). And I look 
forward to seeing you all again next month. 
 
Arrangements for the ordination are evolving in the light of COVID infections. On Thursday afternoon I 
learnt that the venue has changed to Solihull Methodist Church. I would have loved to invite you to 
come to the service in person, but tickets have been strictly limited. However, the service is being live-
streamed so you can watch it in the comfort of your own home. You will be able to find the link at 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/ordinations-
2021/ - it should be posted there within the next few days. 
 

Services for Sunday 20 June 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led 

by local preacher Cathy Smith 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service led by local 

preacher Richard Reid  
11.00 am Worship at Hayes End led by local 

preacher Cathy Smith 
11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by the Revd 

Dr Leao Neto 

Services for Sunday 27 June 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led 

by members of the congregation 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service led by local 

preacher Sue Lloyd 
10.45 am Worship at Hayes End – streaming 

the Conference Sunday service 
Note: change of time 

11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by local 
preacher Richard Reid 

 
Take care and stay safe.  
 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 

 
(To join in the Circuit Zoom Service, log in at https://us02web.zoom.us/join Meeting ID: 920 4340 
8877, Passcode: 694514. Or dial 020 3481 5237 and then enter Meeting ID and Password.) 
 

 

Who is this?
 
One of my favourite games is Guess Who? The 
two players both have 24 cards with pictures 
of different people. You each pick a card and 
the aim is to work out who your opponent’s 
card is before they guess yours. You go 
through a process of elimination by asking 
questions like ‘does this person wear glasses?’ 
or ‘do they have dark hair?’ until you have one 
person left. Then you can Guess Who. 
 
The disciples spent all their time with Jesus, 
not so much guessing who he was, but 
learning and discovering more about him. 
Sometimes Jesus taught them, sometimes he 
showed them by his actions and sometimes 
they even asked him. And we see this in the 

reading from Mark’s Gospel when Jesus stills 
the storm.  
 
This was a real situation. Sudden storms were 
not unusual on Lake Galilee. But this was 
particularly severe as it scared even 
experienced fishermen. Yet Jesus was fast 
asleep in the boat. 
 
In desperation, the disciples wake Jesus up to 
help them. The first thing that Jesus does is to 
rebuke the wind and still the storm. But then 
he asks the disciples: “Why are you afraid? 
Have you still no faith?”, which shows that 
they only have a rough idea of who Jesus was. 
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Throughout the Old Testament, the sea and the 
storm is a symbol of chaos. So the sea storm when 
Jonah is thrown off the boat and swallowed up by 
the whale symbolizes Jonah’s fear and confusion. 
And when Moses leads the Israelites through the 
parted Red Sea, he is taking them from the chaos of 
Egypt and on to a journey to the Promised Land. 
 
So when Jesus calms the storm it isn’t just a 
demonstration of God’s power over nature, it is a 
saving act by which chaos become calm. The miracle 
is a rescue of the disciples from fear and order. And 
the miracle would affect them more than the storm 
ever did. 
 
“Who is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?” they ask.  
 
Don’t be afraid to ask that question. And don’t be 
afraid to respond if someone asks you, “Who you 
think Jesus is?” The disciples spent years in Jesus’ 
presence and were still discovering who he was 
right until the night before Jesus died, and beyond. I 
believe that we will never know everything about 
God, and neither should we. But that shouldn’t stop 
us from learning and discovering – the more we 
know of God’s care, the more we can experience of 
God’s love, the more we rejoice in God’s grace, the 
more we adore and worship and the more we have 
to share with others. Never stop asking, “Who is 
this?” 
 
But God asks the same question of us, “Who are 
you?” And God knows – the things we are happy to 
admit about ourselves and the things we are proud 
of. And God also knows our weaknesses and 
failings, our fears and our anxieties – the storms of 
life that call us to cry out. (Just think what those 
might be for you?) But God says that doesn’t stop 
me loving and caring for you – God says that I will 
be there when you need me. If you discover nothing 
else about me, know this. God knew us before we 
were born, and is there for us every day of our lives. 
Jesus is the one who shares our predicament amid 
the storms of life, and has the power to do 
something about it. He offers us the strength to 
cope and the freedom to live. This is the nature of 
God – ”This is who I am,” he says. And with that 
assurance and experience, we are called and 
challenged to share that with others so that they 
might know who God is for themselves. 
 

Bible passages for future weeks 
27 June: Mark 5:21-43; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
4 July: Mark 6:1-13, 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Prayer for the week 
Thank you, Jesus, that there is always more 
to discover and learn about you. 
Help us to share with others 
who you are and what you mean to us, 
just as you shared your life and your love with us. 
Amen. 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Service  BBC Radio 4 
The world's favourite psalm - It is 1,500 years since 
the birth of Columba, the major missionary monk 
in the Celtic church who evangelised Scotland and 
brought, among many other things, the Book of 
Psalms to its shores. John Bell and Christine Reid of 
the Iona Community reflect on Psalm 23, probably 
the best-loved psalm, with which Scotland has a 
special connection. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise  BBC 2 
Faith and fatherhood - To celebrate Father’s Day, 
here is a chance to meet inspirational fathers who are 
trying to show their paternal love to their children, 
whatever it takes. And there’s a visit to Liberty Farm 
in Staffordshire who work with men who have left 
prison or who are at risk of going there. 
 

 

The Methodist Conference 
The Methodist Conference meets every year to 
share in worship, fellowship and discussion with 
members of the Church across Britain. It is a time 
of conferring, and of listening to God and to one 
another. 
 
Due to rising rates of COVID infections, the 
Conference is meeting in person for a few people, 
whilst the vast majority are attending online. You 
can follow lots of it on a live stream from a link 
which will be on the Methodist Conference web 
page - https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-
us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/ 
 

 

Circuit Weekly Prayers 
People across the circuit have been joining 
together for prayer on zoom at 9.00 am on 
Thursday mornings. This is now taking a break 
over the summer, but should be back in the 
autumn.  
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