
 

Dear friends,  

 

Services for Sunday 13 June 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led by the Revd Ruth Gee 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service – log in at https://us02web.zoom.us/join 

Meeting ID: 920 4340 8877 and passcode: 694514. Or dial 020 3481 5237 and then 
enter Meeting ID and Password 

11.00 am Worship at Hayes End led by the Revd Ruth Gee 
11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
6.00 pm Praise Night at North Hillingdon for all churches led by Ian Hilliard 

and the Revd Ken Kingston 
 
 
Take care and stay safe.  
 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

The seed of God’s kingdom
 
Mark chapter 4 is full of Jesus’ stories or 
parables about seeds. It begins with the 
Parable of the Sower, where seed falls on 
different types of ground and this affects how 
it grows or not. But the two parables at the 
end of the chapter are different and have a 
different message or meaning behind them.  
 
I am not a good gardener - mowing the lawn, 
digging up weeds or chopping back bushes is 
more my style. Despite this, I still haven’t lost 
that excitement of planting seeds. You get the 
pot, you add the soil, you put in the seed, and 
finally you water it. You’ve done all that you 
can. Then you wait and you watch. And 
eventually (hopefully) you spot that little 
sprout poking through the soil’s surface. The 
seed has started to grow. It is amazing. 
 
Whilst the parable of the sower is about the 
word of God, these parables of the growing 
seed and the mustard seed are about the 
kingdom of God. And that difference is crucial. 
 
Jesus says that the kingdom of God is like a 
mustard seed – the smallest of all seeds. But 
then grows into the biggest of all bushes. 
What starts off as something insignificant ends 
up as something vast.  
 
Mark’s Gospel is thought to have been written 
to a community who were going through times 

of trial and suffering, and that one purpose of 
the Gospel is to encourage those who are 
going through such things. So that difference 
between the smallest seed and the largest 
tree gives hope and courage to a small and 
fragile group in their struggles. I don’t know 
whether you’d describe yourself as small or 
fragile, but I hope and pray that you will gain 
some hope and courage from those verses. 
 
But Jesus doesn’t just mention a small seed 
and a large tree. He talks about birds being 
able to take shelter there. This may just be an 
example of the size of the tree, but I think 
Jesus is trying to tell us something more. 
 
In biblical times, one of the commonest ways 
to describe a great empire was to liken it to a 
tree. And the nations were like birds sheltering 
in its branches. It’s there in the book of Ezekiel 
– “On the mountain height of Israel I will plant 
[a cedar tree] in order that it may produce 
boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble 
cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live, in 
the shade of its branches will nest winged 
creatures of every kind.” (17:23) 
 
So the kingdom of God doesn’t just grow from 
small beginnings, it offers a place of rest and 
sanctuary for all. It offers everyone a place of 
rest and sanctuary; it offers you rest and 
sanctuary. 

Su
n

d
ay

 1
3

 J
u

n
e

 2
0

2
1

  (
M

ar
k 

4
:2

6
-3

4
) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
mailto:ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk


 
But there’s one thing about birds. Birds aren’t 
meant for just nesting, they have wings to fly. To 
explore and to soar. But they do so in the 
knowledge and reassurance that they have a place 
to which to return. As we live out our faith in the 
world we have a place – God’s presence – in which 
we can find rest and sanctuary. 
 
And then we have the other parable – of the 
growing seed. The seed is scattered on the ground, 
but the person sowing the seed does nothing to 
help the seed grow, and has no idea about how it 
happens. The mystery of growth belongs to the 
earth and the seed. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I like to be in control 
and know what’s happening. And when you have no 
control it can feel quite scary and helpless. But here, 
God is in control – behind all things, before and 
alongside all things is the will and power of the 
loving, merciful, grace-filled God. And we place 
ourselves in God’s hands. We have faith and trust in 
God. 
 
And God has faith and trust in us. God plants the 
seed of the kingdom in us. There it lies and there it 
grows – slowly, almost imperceptively. Day by day.  
 
Over the last few weeks, I’ve been hearing stories of 
families reuniting. Grandparents meeting 
grandchildren again. And a common theme is how 
much they have grown. Day by day you don’t notice 
it – it is slow and gradual. But after a gap of time, 
you can see the difference.  
 
And that’s the same with God’s kingdom. And us. 
We grow in and with God, and God’s kingdom 
grows in us. People can and will see it. We are called 
to live out that kingdom of which we are a part. To 
be part of that giant mustard tree and offer rest, 
hope and sanctuary to others just as it provides that 
same rest, hope and sanctuary to us.  
 
Gracious God, your is the kingdom. 
And we thank you that we welcome us 
into that place of hope and sanctuary. 
Lord, plant seeds of your kingdom in us, 
that they may grow 
and we may offer hope and sanctuary 
to others. Amen. 
 

Bible passages for future weeks 
20 June: Mark 4:35-41, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
27 June: Mark 5:21-43; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

The Circuit @ Prayer 
Join friends across the circuit for 30 minutes of prayer 
on Zoom, on Thursday morning at 9.00 am. 
 
Click on:  
https://zoom.us/j/98889552412?pwd=dDN2UGtPb2Y
2YzhDTHJEbWhZU0lhdz09  
 
Or dial in on your phone 0203 901 7895 and enter the 
meeting ID (988 8955 2412)and password (451843). 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Service  BBC Radio 4 
‘Woven’ – Chair of London Methodist District, the 
Revd Michaela Youngson leads a service on 
storytelling. Using hymns, testimonies and the 
spoken word, here is a celebration of our story and 
God’s story being woven together because God is 
interested in the smallest detail of our lives. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise  BBC 1 
Join pilgrims on a new walking route to Durham 
Cathedral and hear about the many ways the 
experience of pilgrimage can enrich people’s lives. 
 

 

Talk about Hayes – Wednesday 16 June 
Local residents and groups are invited to take part in 
an online conversation about making Hayes a more 
vibrant and positive community. Under the banner 
'Hayes Together - Stays Together', it is a chance to get 
involved and have your say. 
 
Supported by the Met Police and Hillingdon Council, 
it aims to hear from local people about how they feel 
about Hayes, celebrate all that is good and talk about 
how to unleash local talent to make the town safer 
and a better place to live and work.  
 
There are two separate sessions - 1.00 - 3.00 pm, and 
7.00 – 9.00 pm. To book your place, go to 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hayes-together-stays-
together-tickets-152850715605. 
 

 

Freephone numbers for prayers, 
reflections and news from the 
Methodist Church 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 
Listen to a pastoral message from the President 
and Vice President: 0808 281 2695 
Hear the latest Methodist news: 0808 281 2478  
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