
 

 

Dear friends,  

 
Monday is the start of Christian Aid Week. If you find a way to support their work, then please do so. 
 

Services for Sunday 9 May 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led by the Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service led by the Revd Ruth Gee (turn over for login details) 
11.00 am Worship at Hayes End  led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by the members of the congregation 
6.00 pm  Praise Night at North Hillingdon 
 
Our churches are open for face-to-face worship for anyone who is happy and confident to come. 
We carry on social distancing, wearing masks, sanitising hands, signing in and not singing for the 
time being. (This is really important for people who cannot or have not received their vaccination 
yet.) Here is one very practical way that we show our love and care for each other. 
 
Take care and stay safe 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

Will you be my friend?
 
I’ll always treasure my mother’s final words to 
me before she died. They were the same as we 
ended every phone call. She would say “God 
bless” and I would reply “And you”. 
 
Last words can be really important. (I wonder 
what you’d like your last words to be.) These 
verses from John’s Gospel are part of Jesus’ 
last words before his arrest and crucifixion. 
They sum up Jesus’ teaching and follow on 
from him talking about being the vine, us 
being the disciples are the branches and God is 
the gardener. Much is made of abiding in 
Jesus, having our life and faith rooted in him. 
 
Now Jesus develops this, moving from abiding 
in him to love (“As the Father has loved me, so 
I have loved you: abide in me you”). And then 
a new commandment – “love one another as I 
have loved you”. Out of this love comes a 
change in relationship – Jesus no longer sees 
his followers as servants but as friends. 
 
These days a friend can mean nothing much 
more than an acquaintance – someone who 
you have just met. And if you use social 
media like Facebook you are invited to 
befriend people you barely know. Qualities 

of friendship – empathy, support, mutual 
struggle, sticking together are lost. 
 
But Jesus lifts up the language of friendship 
to show his relationship with his followers. 
The Greek word for friend is ‘philos’, based 
on the Greek word meaning to love. So to be 
a friend with Jesus is to love Jesus, and to 
love Jesus is to be a friend with Jesus. 
Friendship is the symbol of genuine love. So 
love, if you like, is the language of friendship. 
 
This change in relationship is Jesus’ choice. 
To be a friend of Jesus is to be loved and 
chosen. Jesus is subverting the usual way of 
doing things: when a student wanted to 
study the Jewish law they searched for a 
Rabbi to teach them – they chose the rabbi. 
But here it is the opposite – Jesus the 
teacher chooses his followers. Jesus chooses 
you and me. (“You did not choose me, but I 
chose you”). Do you accept Jesus’ choice of 
you as his friend? 
 
But being Jesus’ friend has implications: 

• Being chosen as Jesus’ friend means that 

we can’t dictate when and where we will 

be friends, it is a relationship that is 24/7. 
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• Being chosen to be a friend means that we 
know what is going on. Friends are let in on 
the plans, servants only follow them. But this 
doesn’t necessarily make things easier. In fact, 
it can make it more complicated. 

 
Jesus sets out the cost of friendship too – “no one 
has a greater love than this, than to lay down their 
life for one’s friend”. You can relate this to Jesus’ 
suffering and death – the ultimate laying down of 
life for us, his friends. But it has another context 
too – laying down one’s life can also be a matter of 
laying down’s one priorities, one’s ideas. It’s about 
putting the other, putting your friend first. Do you 
still accept Jesus’ choice of you as his friend? 
 
But being chosen by Jesus also provides us with 
enormous staying power if things become difficult. 
You can’t have a one-way friendship. If you are 
friends with Jesus, then Jesus is your friend too. 
 
If we are surprised that Jesus chose us to be his 
friend, then we may be equally or increasingly 
amazed at who else he has called. This is another 
dimension to that friendship, as we need to build 
relationships with one another – it means 
accepting each other’s differences, one another’s 
faults and failings, growing to love one another 
(just as Jesus loves us). 
 
In the Early Church, the disciple Peter came face-
to-face with this. The Church had been spreading 
the good news about Jesus among their fellow 
Jews. But in Acts 10 he discovers that the good 
news is for Gentiles (non -Jews) too! Here was a 
redefining of God’s love – extending beyond the 
Jewish people to the non-Jews too. Acts 10:44-48 
reads like a second Pentecost with the Holy Spirit 
being poured out “even on the Gentiles”, so they 
spoke in tongues and praised God. God’s power of 
the Holy Spirit cannot be limited, God’s love cannot 
be restrained. Here was a seismic shift for Peter 
and the first disciples. It blew apart what it meant 
to be a community of Christ-followers. It showed 
that God’s love, God’s Spirit could and would take 
new and astonishing directions.  
 
And God’s Spirit still has the capacity to do so 
today. As we live our lives as people of faith, as 
people called to love we too may not be prepared 
for every expression of direction of God’s Spirit 
either individually or as a church. But we can count 

on the God-given truth that the Spirit is motivated 
only by the love of God, who calls us into relation-
ship with Jesus. We may be shocked or confused, 
we may be bewildered by what the Spirit is doing 
and where the Spirit is leading us, but we can be 
reassured by the love of that Spirit and the love of 
Jesus who chooses us to be his friends. Surely there 
are no better last words of Jesus than these.  
 

 

Prayer for the week 
Lord Jesus, we rejoice 
that you choose us to be your friends. 
Help us to be a friend to you 
by obeying your commandments. 
And as we go into this week, 
help us to live a life that reflects your love 
by being a friend to others. Amen. 
 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 
You can join in the zoom service by clicking on 
https://zoom.us/j/92043408877?pwd=SUFEdVBqe
m84NkswZVpPQW5FSGF3UT09. 
Meeting ID: 920 4340 8877 Passcode: 694514 
 
Or dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. Then 
enter the meeting ID and password (see above). 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
‘How to Pray’ - The Archbishop of York, Stephen 
Cottrell, reflects on the Lord's Prayer, the meaning 
of the words and their impact as they are spoken. 
12.45 am Sunday Morning Stories  BBC 2 
Stories of people who have used their religion, self-
belief and determination to overcome adversity. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 2 
Visit Swansea to explore the Welsh Revival, when 
Christianity spread rapidly across Wales, and dis-
cover a new church that is reviving an old chapel.  
 

Circuit Easter Offering Zoom Service 
Organised by Methodist Women in Britain, this 
takes place Sunday 16 May at 5.30 pm. The service 
gives thanks for the support of the work of the 65 
Methodist Partner Churches across the world. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87496600836?pwd=R
nlKRUh6NGFIMVNkYzhOWjliTHhKZz09 
Meeting ID: 874 9660 0836       Passcode: 043536 

https://zoom.us/j/92043408877?pwd=SUFEdVBqem84NkswZVpPQW5FSGF3UT09
https://zoom.us/j/92043408877?pwd=SUFEdVBqem84NkswZVpPQW5FSGF3UT09

