
Dear friends,  

 

This week I’ve really noticed that the days and getting longer and lighter, the temperature is 
starting to feel warmer. And new life is starting to emerge. More people are being vaccinated; 
infection rates are falling. And on Monday the first changes to lookdown begin as many children 
return to school and two people are allowed to meet and sit (socially distanced) in a public space. 
It may feel like small steps, but in the right direction. We pray that it continues this way.  
 
In the meantime, we continue on Zoom with our sectional service at 11.00 am. And George 
Kulasingham leads the circuit service which begins 15 minutes earlier at 10:45 am. You can join 
from your computer, mobile phone or landline by following the instructions overleaf. 
 
Take care and stay safe 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

What’s the difference?
 
If I announce to the rest of the family that I’ve 
lost something, the first response will be, 
‘Where do you last remember seeing it?’ The 
idea, of course, is that if you can answer that 
question the chances are that you’ll find what 
you have lost. 
 
You can ask a version of that question about 
today’s Bible passage. Where in the Gospels 
do you remember reading the account of Jesus 
overturning the tables in the Temple? If you 
answer that it comes after Jesus has entered 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday then you’d be right. 
That’s where you find it in Matthew, Mark and 
Luke. But you’d also be wrong, because in 
John’s Gospel it comes right near the 
beginning, just after Jesus turns water into 
wine at the Wedding in Cana, right at the 
beginning of his ministry. 
 
People far cleverer than me have argued 
which is right or wrong. Or have suggested 
that Jesus may have turned the tables over 
more than once (I personally this is unlikely). 
 
Yet, John by placing this event in chapter 2 is 
trying to see something. I think it does make a 
difference.  
 
But, what might that difference be? 
 
Firstly, from the start, Jesus is full of emotion. 
He is not a distance numb Son of God. He 
feels. He shares the panic when the wine runs 

out at a wedding celebration. He feels anger 
about the way things are in the temple. 
 
More than that he does something about it – 
providing more wine, and here turning over 
the tables and driving the traders out. He is 
angry about the way things and he has come 
to effect change. Right from the start, Jesus 
has come to make a difference. 
 
But that act of cleansing the temple goes a 
step deeper … So much of our life is 
transactional. We do something for someone 
and the favour is returned. We work and we 
get paid. We hand over money and we make 
a purchase. Of course, sometimes this is 
appropriate – we can’t help ourselves to the 
supermarket shelves and then walk out of the 
shop. But sometimes it is not. I heard a story 
this week of someone who received prayer 
and then became upset that they could not 
pay for it. Their gift was allowing us to be able 
to pray with and for them. Jesus sweeps away 
all this bargaining and expectation for tasks 
undertaken. We cannot earn the gift of life 
that he offers us. We can never ever build up 
enough credit in terms of good deeds or 
selfless actions. All we can do is humbly 
accept what he offers – the greatest gift, that 
by its very preciousness is often counted as 
nothing. (And what we do do, is in response 
to what has already been done for us.) 
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(And with the benefit of hindsight we can see Jesus 
talking about his death and resurrection, when he 
talks about the temple being destroyed and then 
being raised up in three days.) 
 
Right from the start, Jesus shows that he will be 
the difference. 
 
Make a difference for us, be the difference to us. 
Thank God! 
 
But this is the example of Jesus that we follow. 
What can we do to make a difference – to offer 
both justice and mercy? What can we do to be a 
difference – to bring hope and love to those we live 
alongside. 
 
What’s your difference? 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Heavenly Father, 
May our words and thoughts 
be always acceptable to you, 
May our deeds and actions 
be always worthy of you, 
And may our lives show forth your love 
in the world. Amen. 
 

 

Zoom Services 
To join our 11.00 am zoom service, go to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122013845?pwd=Q
no3Y2ZqOEczbDdCczhrUTBZallSZz09 
Meeting ID: 841 2201 3845  Passcode: 2021 
 
(The Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am. To 
attend go to https://us02web.zoom.us/join. 
Meeting ID: 886 0143 3540, Passcode: 611964) 
 
You can also join the service through your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press the # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

The Circuit @ Prayer 
Every Thursday at 9.00 am on Zoom.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84168659990?pwd=
NWpOcW1YNlRSeldHVU1ialVXWGgwQT09 
Meeting ID: 841 6865 9990   Passcode: 296725 

Lent Liturgy (Week Three: Trust) 

God has proven trustworthy throughout history, 
but at times we question and doubt, and even 
deny, God’s presence in our lives. We forget the 
larger picture at times and focus only on that 
moment, that period of time, when we 
experience God’s absence. We worry and fret 
about what is happening and what will happen 
next, rather than trusting in our Saviour. 
 
Light a candle as a symbol of our faith in Jesus 
Christ that his presence is with us, and that we 
are not alone. 
 
God of hope, help us to remember the promise 
that you will never leave us or forsake us. 
Forgive the times over this last year of Pandemic 
when we have lost sight of you and your presence. 
As we journey towards the cross this Lent, remind 
us of your presence, and help us to remember to 
trust in you at all times and in all situations. Amen. 
 

 

This week on the BBC 
Sunday 7 March 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
‘Young People In Lockdown’ – from an ecumenical  
Christian community for young people in Norfolk. 
11.00 am Sunday Service BBC 1 
‘Lent Worship 3’ - from All Saints, in Hale Barns, near 
Manchester. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 2 
Personal Prayer – discover what prayer means to 
young people, and find out how prayer changed 
the life of Pete Greig, the founder of 24-7 prayer.  
Wednesday 10 March 
8.45 pm Lent Talks Radio 4 
‘The Next Supper’ – how the story of the Last 
Supper has particular poignancy in the pandemic.  
 

 

Woven and Lent Bible Study Groups 
Unfortunately, I have a meeting on Monday 
evening this week so cannot lead our Lent course 
and discussions. However, our Wednesday 
evening time together will continue as planned 
(details below). 
 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 pm: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83723378719?pwd=b
mdiS2g4UnFHZmErekE2VTc5Mklkdz09 
Meeting ID: 837 2337 8719 Passcode: 2400221 
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