
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

On Sunday, Ken Kingston will be leading services 
at North Hillingdon (at 9.30 am) and Hayes End. 
Both acts of worship include Holy Communion. 
You are welcome at any service. (There are no 
services at Hayes, as building work continues.) In 
addition, the circuit Zoom service is at 10.45 am.  
 

The web of God’s love … 
(Matthew 18:151-20) 

 
This is the time of year when I am in demand in my 
house. “Dad”, the cry will go up and I will appear 
with a glass in one hand and a piece of card in the 
other. My task is to remove the spider from the 
room, before it causes even more anxiety and alarm.  
 
Mind you, when the offending spider is fat and juicy, 
I sometimes have to take a deep breath. I love 
spiders outside, and the webs they weave, especially 
when they catch the dew or raindrops. 
 
But, what’s that got to do with the Bible passage this 
week? Well, read on. 
 
When read by themselves, those verses from 
Matthew’s Gospel read a bit like an instruction 
manual on how to deal with someone’s sin. But in 
context, it is more about relationships with one 
another and being part of a community. If you look 
at the start of the chapter Jesus has placed a child in 
the middle of the disciples, and says that someone 
who has the humility of a child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. And then in the verses just 
before today’s passage Jesus tells the story of the 

shepherd who discovers that one of his sheep is 
missing and goes out to hunt for them. This is all 
about community, about its inclusivity and Jesus’ 
passionate concern for all. 
 
This community isn’t just a club, it is the kingdom of 
God (as best as we can manage it). But we are 
human and we will make mistakes and fall out, 
which I think is why Jesus addresses it at this point. 
 
I don’t want to go through what our Lord says – the 
guidelines seem easy to follow (even if we may find 
them hard to put into practice). But what is 
important to note is that the disagreement is dealt 
with by the community, in community. When the 
initial disagreement (or sin) can’t be resolved by two 
people, then Jesus advises that a small group met 
together. And if that doesn’t work, then the church 
community is involved. The conflict affects the whole 
of the community and the whole of the community 
responds in loving kindness. 
 
Jesus talks about whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven. These were words originally 
addressed to Peter (Matthew 16:19), but now they 
are for the whole church community. And our 
passage finished with these words – “For where two 
or three and gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” There’s community again. 
 
For me, the church has the opportunity to be a 
community of care, or a network of love. It’s a bit 
like a spider’s web. The web needs to be anchored at 
different points if it is to exist – one place is not 
enough. It needs to be anchored in the lives of Jesus’ 
followers – people like you and me. And it is from 
there that the web of God’s love is formed. There is 
no hierarchy – no web-anchor or no person is more 
important than another. All have a crucial part to 
play. And if any falter, then the web falters.  
 
The web is there for the kingdom of God – you could 
even go as far as to say that it is the kingdom of God. 
It is a thing of beauty, and a thing of purpose. For the 
spider, it is there to trap food. But for the church 
community, it is there to hold people in God’s love 
and God’s care.  
 
It is a framework to hold and support those with 
whom we disagree. It is there to support those who 
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are struggling or having a difficult time. Through the 
web of prayer we can hold each other up to God.  
 
It is a web of prayer and it is a web of action. It is 
greater than a single spider’s thread. With churches 
reopening and having to think about what we do and 
how we do things together, it is a reminder that we 
work better, we witness stronger, we are a more 
visible presence when we do things together. 
 
When two or three are gathering together in Jesus’ 
name, then Jesus is there among them. And the web 
of God’s love proclaims the presence of the kingdom 
of God to all and for all.  

 

 

Year of Prayer 
 
Across the Methodist Church the next twelve 
months will be a year of prayer so that our Church-
wide commitments to evangelism, church growth, 
church at the margins, and pioneering and church 
planting will flow from a deep, contemplative 
orientation to God’s grace and love. 
 
Be part of this movement of prayer as we ask the 
Holy Spirit to help us be a growing, evangelistic, 
inclusive, justice-seeking Church of gospel people.  
 
You can join online every Tuesday from 12.45-
1.00pm for an online prayer meeting. Find out 
more at https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-
work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-
growth/year-of-prayer. 
 
Each week people will use this breakthrough 
prayer: 
 

God of love, God for all, 
your purposes are more beautiful 
   than we can possibly imagine. 
Fill us with your Holy Spirit. 
Help us let go of all that holds us back. 
Open our lives and our churches 
   to new seasons of humility and faith, 
   of change and growth. 
Shake us up with the Good News of Jesus 
   and show us the way. 
Amen 

 

Bible passages for Sunday 13 September 
Matthew 18:21-35; Romans 14:1-12 

Prayer for the Week 
Sometimes, O God, I wish I was on my own, not 
troubled and disturbed by those around me, not 
jostled and tussled this way and that, but just left 
to my own devices. But I am not just me. I am part 
of the community in which I live. Give me patience 
with those around me, give me love and compassion 
for those in need, give me understanding of people 
who are so different from me and give me, above 
all else, a yearning to do your will. Amen. 

(from Roots) 

 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
After months of lockdown, a time to consider how 
community (within society and across time) has 
been fostered by close contact with the saints. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Visit Cornwall’s Eden Project, and meet a surfer 
who came back to faith whilst catching waves. 
 

 

Sunday Worship 
There will be services at North Hillingdon (9.30 am) 
and Hayes End (11.00 am). If you feel confident and 
happy to come, then it would be lovely to see you. 
But please don’t attend church if you need to be iso-
lated, if you are unwell or have Covid-19 symptoms.  
 
There is also the circuit Zoom service at 10.45 am. 
This week it is led by the Revd Julie King. 
 
If you have the internet then use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WX
o2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 

Meeting ID – 827 0354 0378, Password – 947280. 
Note: These have changed from previous weeks. 
 
If you don’t have the internet, follow these steps 
and you should be able to join in from your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (827 0254 0378) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (947280) then the # key. 
 

  

Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WXo2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WXo2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09

