
 

 

Dear friends,  

 

Services for Sunday 6 June 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service led by local preacher Peter Davies 
11.00 am Worship at Hayes End led by local preacher Jo Davies 
11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
 
 
Take care and stay safe.  
 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

Blood is thicker than …
 
Make no bones about it, this week’s passage 
from Mark’s Gospel is a tough one. Jesus’s 
own family and the religious authorities (the 
scribes) think that Jesus is wrong and seek to 
do something about it.  
 
Jesus’ family think he is deluded and wants to 
restrain him, the scribes think he is demonic 
and want to condemn him. 
 
His family can’t reach Jesus directly so have to 
send a message through the crowd. And when 
Jesus replies, he does so to his followers (and 
the crowd), not straight to his relatives.  
 
His response is revolutionary and changes the 
definition of family. He establishes a new 
family bond, linked not by DNA but by the 
doing of God’s will. 
 
If you look closely at Jesus’ words, you’ll spot 
that he doesn’t reject his relatives.  
 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” Jesus 
asked. Then he looked around him and said, 
“Here are my mother and my brothers! 
Whoever does the will of God is my brother 
and my sister and mother.” 
 
Family and kinship was so important in biblical 
times and is still important today. But Jesus 
introduces a new kinship model, based on 
obedience not to the biological family, but to 
God alone. 

So, coming to faith and living in faith is not 
about leaving your family, it is about becoming 
part of a new one. 
 
There is the saying that ‘blood is thicker than 
water’, which talks about the strength of the 
family bond. But Jesus offers a new sort of 
blood, his blood – the blood of the new 
covenant, his blood shed for forgiveness and 
as an act of grace.  
 
And that redefinition by blood is radical in its 
inclusiveness. In verse 28, Jesus declares that 
“people will be forgiven their sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter”. Here is the 
incredible scope of God’s divine grace - 
nothing less than all the sins and blasphemies 
humans commit will be forgiven. 
 
Here is the new bond (the new covenant) of 
blood that unites us. 
 
It was over 20 years ago, but I remember it 
clearly … walking out of church after Sunday 
worship and looking out over a clear blue sky 
and a beautiful blue-green sea. It was a small 
Methodist chapel (Mount Zion) in a tiny village 
perched on a hillside in St Anne’s, north 
Jamaica. In 2000, Jo and I spent three weeks 
on the island staying with a Methodist family. 
And everyone said, ‘You’ve got to go and visit 
Mount Zion.” We did as we were told and we 
weren’t disappointed. There was only one  Su
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thing more wonderful than the view and that was 
the warmth of the welcome. We were greeted like 
long lost friends, like members of the family.  
 
And that is something that I love about Methodism, 
that wherever you are in the world you can walk 
into a Methodist Church and have that sense of 
being at home. (And I guess members of other 
denominations would say similar things.) 
 
We rejoice in our unity as brothers and sisters in 
and through Christ. But that can come with 
challenges. We are part of a new family. And with 
all families, there can come disagreement and 
struggles. What do we respond to different views 
and approaches? 
 
“Whoever does the will of God is my brother and 
sister and mother.” The will of God comes from 
God’s grace, God’s unconditional love and that we 
are called to love one another. A love that, at times, 
may be easy. At other times, may be hard and 
require determination. But love, nonetheless.  
 
Because God’s love is not just thicker than water, it 
is stronger and more powerful than any other force 
in the world. It is that love that we live in and are 
called to live by.  
 
“Brothers and sisters,” says Jesus. “Love one 
another.” Love those we know and those we are yet 
to know and welcome into our worldwide, God-
given family. 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
God of the Holy World, 
We thank you for calling 
   and welcoming us into your family, 
for choosing us even though we are imperfect, 
fo trusting us even though we make mistakes, 
for not giving up on us 
   even when we may give up on ourselves. 
for loving us with a love that will never let us go. 
Help us to love and welcome others 
   with that same love and welcome you give to us. 
Amen. 
 

Bible passages for future weeks 
13 June: Mark 4:26-34; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
20 June: Mark 4:35-41, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Circuit Zoom Service 
You can join the zoom service by going to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/join. Then type in the 
Meeting ID: 920 4340 8877 and passcode: 694514. 
 
Or dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. Then 
enter the meeting ID and password (see above). 
 

 

The Circuit @ Prayer 
Join friends across the circuit for 30 minutes of prayer 
on Zoom, on Thursday morning at 9.00 am. 
 
Click on:  
https://zoom.us/j/98889552412?pwd=dDN2UGtPb2Y
2YzhDTHJEbWhZU0lhdz09  
 
Or dial in on your phone 0203 901 7895 and enter the 
meeting ID (988 8955 2412)and password (451843). 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Service  BBC Radio 4 
‘A Centenary of Note’ – A service of Mattins from 
St George's Chapel, Windsor, marking the 
centenary of the birth of the late Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh this week. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise  BBC 1 
Katherine Jenkins visits Salisbury Cathedral to 
explore the harmony between music and faith and 
to celebrate 30 years of the cathedral’s ground-
breaking girls’ choir. And at the Nexus Institute of 
Creative Arts in Coventry, a new generation of 
Christian musicians are honing their skills. 
 

 

Freephone numbers for prayers, 
reflections and news from the 
Methodist Church 
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 
Listen to a pastoral message from the President 
and Vice President: 0808 281 2695 
Hear the latest Methodist news: 0808 281 2478  
 
Prayer updated every Thursday, Presidential 
message updated every Monday, Methodist news 
updated fortnightly on Thursday. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://zoom.us/j/98889552412?pwd=dDN2UGtPb2Y2YzhDTHJEbWhZU0lhdz09
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