
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

On Sunday, Ken Kingston is taking the Harvest 
service at North Hillingdon (9.30 am), whilst the 
Rev Ian Worsfold leads worship at Hayes End and 
Catherine Wells leads worship at Hayes (also at 
11.00 am). Please come to any of the services if 
you feel confident. Alternatively, there is still the 
circuit Zoom service is at 10.45 am.  
 

A new story    (Matthew 21:33-46) 
 
One of the daily routines of having a small child is 
reading the story before bedtime. It was the part 
of the evening that I really looked forward to … 
 
Rebecca or Charlotte would choose which story to 
read. And often it would be the same book. I’d try 
and encourage them to choose something new, 
but they wanted the same one they had the 
previous night, and the night before … (I am sure 
that they knew the story better than me.) 
 
When Jesus began the parable in today’s passage, 
his listeners would have recognised it. “We’ve 
heard this one before,” they’d have thought. 
Because it starts the same way as Isaiah 5, when 
the prophet tells the story of the unfruitful 
vineyard – complete with wine press and 
watchtower. His audience would have thought 
Jesus was going to talk about some dark event of 
the past, one that everyone would have been 
familiar with, but this time it was going to have a 
happy ending, because things are different now. 

 
Except Jesus doesn’t! Isaiah in his story con-
demned the religious leaders of his day. Now Jesus 
takes his parable one stage further, challenging 
not only the chief priests and elders but also those 
who follow them. (Don’t forget that Jesus is telling 
this parable in the temple. If he was going to make 
an impact with his words anywhere, it was here.) 
 
So any familiarity has gone, any comfort is out the 
window. This isn’t a bedtime story to settle you.  
 
According to Tom Wright (who used to be the 
Bishop of Durham), “Israel is the vineyard, her 
rulers the vineyard keepers; the prophets are the 
messengers, Jesus is the Son; Israel’s God, the 
creator, is himself the owner and the father.” And 
now is the time of crisis – the tenants can’ tell the 
owner what to do. In terms of the covenant or the 
relationship between God and God’s own people – 
God doesn’t follow the people’s will, rather the 
people exist by the will and grace of God. 
 
For the original listeners, it was a summons and a 
call to action for the priests and Pharisees to 
whom Jesus is speaking. It demands an openness 
to a new covenant, which may mean taking the 
risk of putting aside cherished and longheld ideas. 
Something new and different is taking place. And 
that involves everyone! 
 
To a greater or lesser extent, we can make 
connections between the parable and today for 
us, our community and our world. Covid-19 is an 
ongoing time of crisis. We read it, watch it and 
hear it on the news each day, as those in authority 
do their best to manage the situation. It has 
changed what we do and how we do things – 
whether it is meeting friends and family, 
travelling, shopping and even church. We yearn 
for stability and reassurance, of some return to a 
familiar way of doing things (ie normality). Yet we 
are unsure what will happen next week or month. 
 
Yet in the crisis, there is Jesus – the stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
Our church, our services may be different, but our 
cornerstone (or foundation) on which everything 
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is based remains Christ. And that what will be, will 
be marvellous or amazing in our eyes. 
 
There is a sense that the old story is now more. 
We are invited not to look back to the old normal, 
but to look on and forward to a new normal and a 
new story. One that is still being created. We are 
called to be faithful because there is a place in that 
new story for us, as we display the fruits of God’s 
kingdom. A new chapter with us in it. 
 
And in time, that new story will be as reassuring 
and comforting as the old.  
 

 

Lessons from Lockdown – Pastoral Care 
 
When we stopped meeting together for worship, 
there were questions about how we remain 
connected. I was extremely grateful to have a 
good list of people’s names, addresses and contact 
details. It has helped me stay in touch and send 
out this material every week. It’s been both a 
bedrock and a tool of our pastoral care. 
 
The role of pastoral visitor is crucial in every 
church. It’s like the the mortar that holds the 
bricks together. And some aspects of our care 
have been better than others, and if you have felt 
isolated or neglected then I am sorry.  
 
Lockdown has taught me that pastoral care is 
more than visiting. It’s about phone calls, emails, 
text etc. So instead of having ‘pastoral visitors’, 
‘pastoral contacts’ is a far better description. Each 
pastoral contact has a group of people to stay in 
touch with. But rather than leaving it just to the 
single contact with a list, why can’t we be a 
network where the whole group of people care 
and keep in contact with each other. I believe we 
can be stronger and better as a church.  
 
Please pray whether God is asking you to be a 
pastoral contact. The more people we have, the 
more networks we can have and the closer and 
stronger we will be. A church that cares for each 
other puts flesh on Jesus’ words, “Love one 
another as I have loved you … And by this will 
everyone know that you are my disciples.” 
 
To find out more, then get in touch with Ken (020 
8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk). 

Prayer for the Week 
May we live in faith, 
act in righteousness, 
always be loved 
and make Jesus, the Christ, 
the cornerstone of our lives. Amen. 

(from Roots (2017))  

 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Song of the Prophets - This Black History Month 
the service explores the theme that Black Lives 
Matter everywhere through the lens of climate 
injustice, poverty and inequality around the world. 
2.00 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Kate Bottley shares her journey of faith, from 
becoming a Christian as a teenager to today, as 
she visits the people, places and music that have 
shaped her. (Note the change of time) 
 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 

Local Preacher Richard Reid leads the 10.45 am 
circuit Zoom service. 
 
If you have the internet then use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WX
o2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 

Meeting ID – 827 0354 0378, Password – 947280.  
 
If you don’t have the internet, follow these steps 
and you should be able to join in from your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (827 0254 0378) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (947280) then the # key. 
 

Bible passages for Sunday 11 October 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Philippians 4:1-9 

 
 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) 
(ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 


