
 

Dear friends,  

 

Thank you ever so much for your cards, texts and messages congratulating me on my ordination last 
Sunday. In the preceding week and on the day itself, I was very conscious of your prayer and 
support and I give thanks to God for you and all and our work together. 
 
Services for Sunday 27 June 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon (with Parade) led by local preacher Sue Lloyd 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service led by local preacher Peter Davies 

(Log in at https://us02web.zoom.us/join Meeting ID: 920 4340 8877, Passcode: 694514. 
Or dial 020 3481 5237 and then enter Meeting ID and Password.) 

11.00 am Worship at Hayes End (including General Church Meeting and Holy Communion) 
led by the Revd Ken Kingston 

11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by the Revd Andrew Pottage 
 
Take care and stay safe.  

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

My landline isn’t working, so contact me either by email or on 07753 164467. 
 

 

Packing for mission
 
I’m no good at packing a suitcase. It’s a case of 
‘Oh I might need this”, and in it goes. But then 
I can’t shut the case. So, out goes everything 
and I have to start again. 
 
For the disciples in this passage, it must have 
been easier. Because Jesus told them what to 
take, or rather what not to take. I do wonder if 
any of the disciples thought – can I take 
anything?  
 
It is easy to get caught up on the things that 
we carry with us, rather the holiday or the 
occasion – or whatever you’re packing for. 
 
They become a distraction … maybe, just like 
the list of things Jesus says can’t be taken. 
 
So what could or should we take for mission. 
 
Firstly, the disciples go in the power and 
authority of Jesus. It was Jesus who called the 
twelve; it was Jesus who sent them out two by 
two; it was Jesus who gave them authority 
over unclean spirits. At the very heart of 
mission, and if mission is going to mean 
anything lies the call of Jesus. Not only do we 
get our direction from him, but we are also 

given the power to do the same mighty things 
that he has done. By Jesus’ words, by this 
decision, the disciples and us too become an 
extension of Jesus’ ministry.  
 
Right at the end of Matthew’s Gospel we can 
read Jesus’ words of instruction and 
commission, “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations …” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
Secondly, Jesus’ instructions call for lean, 
unencumbered disciples – not ones, laden 
down with baggage, extra food, clothing or 
even money. This isn’t a demand to go 
without, rather it is a call for simplicity. 
Because travelling light has its advantages. You 
can appreciate the view, you can be more 
attentive to those around you, you can be 
more flexible if you’re not worrying or 
burdened down with what you’re carrying.  
 
Around the time of Jesus, there was a Jewish 
teacher, called Rabbi Hillel. A man came to 
him and asked him to summarise the Jewish 
law while standing on one foot. Hillel thought, 
lifted his leg off the ground and said, What is 
hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. All 
the rest is commentary. Go and learn.” 
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You can condense it more: Love. Love one another! 

 
If you pack one thing for mission – it’s love. It’s the 
heart of Jesus – packed with love and compassion. 
Whatever I do, whatever you do, whatever we do, 
it’s not about love, then it’s not mission. 
 
The final thing to remember is that we don’t do it 
by ourselves. The disciples are sent out in pairs – to 
support each other; to share the joys and the 
struggles of mission. And Jesus says it won’t be easy 
– if we’re not welcome then to turn around and 
leave and to shake the dust off our feet.  
 
But we don’t just go in pairs, and with the support 
of others. Crucially we go in the power and the 
authority of God. If there is love in our packing for 
mission, then there is also God’s power and 
authority. For without God we are nothing. 
 
Without God, the disciples could not cast out 
demons, anointed the sick with oil and cure them. 
Without God, we cannot share God’s love. 
 
But with God, all things are possible. And together 
we bring God’s love to others and God’s kingdom 
just that little bit closer. 
 

Prayer for the week 
Lord, you sent your disciples into the world 
to share your word with those in need – 
may we approach this week with a similar desire. 
You sent them carrying little but trusting much – 
may we live this week with a similar attitude. 
May our lives be less about us and our needs, 
and more about you, 
and your love and care for all people 
in all places and circumstances. 
May we love as you love. Amen. 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Service BBC Radio 4 
Tokyo Olympics – Stretching every sinew 
Libby Lane, lead Bishop for Sports in the Church of 
England, looks ahead to the Tokyo Olympics – with 
testimony from Christian athletes. 
10.30 am Sunday Morning Live BBC 1 
Exploring ethical and religious issues of the day. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 1 
Chatsworth - Discovers how some treasures of this 
stately home shed light on our royal and religious 
history, and meet people who find inspiration for 
their faith in the landscapes of the Peak District. 

Marriage and relationships: decisions 
made by the Methodist Conference 
Last week the Methodist Conference met. It did many 
things, including the final approval for my ordination. 
On Wednesday, the Conference met to listen to God, 
and try and understand what God is saying to us about 
love and human relationships.  
 
As people spoke, listened and reflected together, there 
were moments of vulnerability, honesty, prayer, deep 
conviction and Christian love. It was costly, but also 
necessary. 
 
The Conference were reminded that God is love and we 
all love because God first loved us, and affirmed the 
signs of that love when we see them in human 
relationships between two people. This may be through 
informal cohabitation or a more formal commitment 
entered into publicly. 
 
The Conference discovered that as Methodists we do 
understand marriage differently among ourselves, and 
that under God's good care we can live together in that 
difference. Those differing perspectives mean that 
some understand marriage as between any two people, 
while others as only between a man and a woman. 
 
The outcome of the reflection is that the Methodist 
Church has given permission, in principle, for churches 
to register to perform same sex marriages, and for 
ministers, or other authorised persons, to preside at 
such celebrations. However, it is very clear that no 
minister or church need do so if that is not in 
accordance with their understanding or conscience.  
 
This is a significant moment in the journey of the 
Church. We, as a Church, have stated our openness to 
same sex marriages, but we also affirm that not all of us 
hold the same mind on this. This decision will be 
welcomed by some but for others will carry a sense of 
hurt and bewilderment. However, in all this, as John 
Wesley asked of us, let us therefore love alike, though 
we cannot think alike. 
 
We now live with our contradictory convictions, and we 
will do so as one body with many parts, bound in the 
love of God. Let us commit ourselves "to pray for 
healing where there has been [and is] hurt, for unity 
where there has been division, and for wisdom where 
difficult decisions lie ahead". 
 
I am aware that you may have questions or views you 
want to express. I am happy to listen to them and 
respond as best as I am able.  


