
 

Sunday 3rd January 

Gifts on the journey (Matthew 2 1–12) 

I don’t know how many of you buy things on the 
internet, but many different shopping websites 
have tricks and tactics to entice you to buy 
more. One of the things they do is, when you 
show interest in an item, they have a message 
which says people who bought ‘x’ also bought ‘y’ 
and ‘z’. 

Some bright spark took advantage of this and 
created a cartoon of one of the wise men 
shopping for some gold on the web and up 
popped the message: “People who bought gold, 
also purchased frankincense and myrrh”. 

Much of what we know about the wise men is 
guesswork and imagination, built up by tradition. 
We don’t know their actual names, or even how 
many there were. They came from the east 
(which covers a huge area) and aren’t really sure 
whether they are kings, wise man, astrologers or 
that strange exotic title of ‘magi’, that covers a 
range of things. 

The fact that we don’t know so much draws 
attention and significance to what we do know. 
They followed a star (which in biblical times and 
the ancient world indicated a world-changing 
event). And as they knelt down and worshipped 
the infant Jesus, they presented him with gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The Bible 
doesn’t say how they obtained these items, but 
they were not easy things to come across. It’s 
not like a bunch of flowers or a box of 
chocolates you’d pick up at the last minute from 
a petrol station or corner shop on the way to 
visiting someone. 

I can only imagine that the wise men carried the 
gifts with them on the journey, carefully 
wrapped up and protected from the knocks and 
bumps of travelling. 

The Early Church thought the gifts had great 
meaning – gold was for a king, frankincense was 
a gift worthy of a priest to be used in worship 
and myrrh was to anoint a body for burial. They 
all pointed to who Jesus was – a king and a 
priest, who was going to die to save all people. 

Three gifts carried on a journey to give to Jesus. 

It is inevitable at this time of year that we look 
back on the past year we have journeyed 
through. And what a journey. If someone had 
told us this time last year what 2020 would 
bring, we would never have believed them. 

But the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh 
that the wise man carried are gifts that we can 
use as we both look back and look forward. 

First the gift of frankincense – perfume that was 
burnt in the temple as an act of worship. And 
you can still find many churches that burn 
incense in worship as an act of holiness. 

And we worship. We worship the God of 
creation, who fashioned the world and the 
universe, the God of all greatness, all power and 
all majesty. The infinite, the holy God, whose 
reign has no end. The God who has sustained and 
strengthened us through the struggles of the last 
12 months. The God who is with us and will 
never leave us nor forsake us. This is our God – 
the one whom we worship and to whom we give 
thanks. 

But alongside that is the gift of Myrrh – a gift of 
sadness and grief. Together with worship we 
bring to God all that we have lost and mourn. 
Beloved families and friends who have died, yes, 
but also for some of us jobs that we have lost, 
lost opportunities, celebrations or significant life 
events that have passed by without recognition. 
Meetings up with friends or conversations with 
neighbours, church or social activities that have 
not taken place. Sometimes the only thing, the 
only gift that we can bring to Jesus is our pain, 
our sadness and our tears – and Jesus welcomes 
and accepts that as much, if not more than any 
other. (“Come to me, all you that are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest.” (Matthew 11:28) “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted” (Matthew 
5:4)). 

And then there is gold – gold fit for a king. But 
gold is used too in commerce – in buying and 
selling. It is currency, it is money, it is 
engagement with the world. So through the gift 
of gold we bring to God our riches and how we 
interact with the world, in whatever ways that 
may be. It may be the way the world affects us, 
the needs of the world through our prayers, but 



also how we witness to the world and serve one 
another. 

Just as the wise men carried these gifts on their 
journey to visit the infant Jesus, we too carry 
these gifts on life’s journey and faith’s journey 
too. The gifts may mean different things, but 
the destination is the same. 

We join with the wise men in coming into God’s 
presence wherever we are (in our homes, in our 
daily exercise or routines), we kneel in homage 
and offer our gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. (You may find it helpful to use this as a 
way of praying in your daily devotions.) 

And then, in doing so, we continue on life’s 
journey (just the wise men) never the same 
again. 

 

Take care, stay safe and God bless,  
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