
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

On Sunday, Cathy Smith is taking the services at 
North Hillingdon (9.30am) and Hayes (11.00am). 
The 11.00am service at Hayes End is their 
monthly praise service and will be led by the 
Revd Ken Kingston. Please come to any of the 
services, BUT only if you feel confident to do so. 
And of course, there is also the circuit Zoom 
service at 10.45am. 
 

A work in progress      (Matthew 5:1-12) 
 
If COVID-19 has taught us anything, it is that we 
live in community. Whether we need people to do 
our shopping for us, the desire to meet up and 
have conversations with others, or having to 
socially distance for fear of infection. Being in 
community has its up and downsides. 
 
Just think about the communities you are part of – 
whether it be your neighbourhood, your family, 
your circle of friends, your work, these who share 
the same interests as you. You can go on and on. 
 
This Sunday is All Saints’ Day, which is another 
community which we are all part of. A company of 
God’s people of every age and generation, in 
whom we are included as brothers and sisters. In 
Revelations, there is that beautiful picture of “a 
great multitude that no-one could possibly count, 
from every nation, tribe, people and language” 
(Revelation 7:9-17). They were together for one 
purpose – to worship – a single-minded focus on 

God. We are part of that gathering, we welcomed 
into that community. And even more amazing – in 
God’s eyes, that community is smaller and weaker 
if we are not part of it. Make no mistake – God 
wants, God yearns for us to be there. And there 
we find our place – in the company of saints. 
 
This company is marked by its diversity – with 
members drawn from every nation, people and 
language. And they speak with one voice, they sing 
the same song – a song of praise and worship – 
“Salvation belongs to our God, to the one who sits 
on the throne, and to the lamb!” 
 
All Saints … we are part of all the Saints. We can 
probably name some of the Saints – St George, St 
Andrew, St Patrick, St Francis and my favourite St 
Jude – the patron saint of lost causes or hopeless. 
And we can probably think of more … 
 
And then there are people who are saints to us … 
people who have made an impact on us and who 
have revealed something of the love and grace of 
God to us, by what they’ve said, through what 
they’ve done and by their very character. There’s a 
saying that the best way to view a saint is by a 
stained-glass window. It’s not so much the image 
of the saint on the stained-glass, but the light of 
God which shines through it and onto us. 
 
As people of faith, as those doing their best to 
follow Jesus, we stand with the saints. Because 
somewhere, someone will see something of God 
in you. And that’s what makes you a saint to them. 
 
You may say (along with me) that you 
have no right to be called a saint – 
that I’m not good enough, not holy 
enough ever to be a saint. But it is not 
up to us – it is God working in and through us. We 
are saints with ‘L’ plates or saints in progress.  
 
The beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel are a 
remember that saints come in all shapes and sizes. 
But they are people of God, whom God blesses. 
 
You’re meek? Then you are blessed. You mourn? 
Then you are blessed. Poor in Spirit? Yes, blessed. 
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Hunger and thirst for righteousness? You, too. 
Merciful? Pure in heart? Peacemakers? Reviled? 
Persecuted? You’ve guessed it, God blesses you. 
 
But not only blessed, but backed up by promises. 
Read the verses – see the promises, given weight 
and made true by the commitment of Jesus. They 
are promises that not only point to an existence 
beyond death, but also have a profound impact on 
the living of life now. They are God’s work in our 
journey of faith and discipleship, in our progress.  
 
As we live through the struggles of life and the 
challenges we face, the last verse – “Rejoice and 
be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
before you.” Here is God’s divine promise – an 
encouragement for those struggle. There may be 
penultimate battles that seem to be lost, even 
wounds to be borne, but the final outcome is 
never in doubt. 
 
We are works in progress - God’s kingdom is still 
being built on earth as it is in heaven, But we carry 
on in the knowledge, the faith and the confidence 
that God is with us and our destination is secure. 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Together, with all the saints, 
create in me a clean heart, 
create in me a work of art, 
create in me a miracle: 
something real, and something beautiful. 
 
I know I am a work in progress, 
being shaped and fashioned by my heavenly Father. 
Because God has no finished with me yet.  
May I live and trust in that promise. Amen. 

(inspired by Psalm 51:10-12, 
and based on Rend Collective’s ‘Create in me’) 

 

 

God’s Story. Your Story. Every Story. 
On Saturday at 5.30 pm, Premier Radio starts a  
7-part series of stories of faith, transformation, 
hope, repentance, healing and forgiveness from 
Methodists across London. You can listen on 
medium wave 1305, 1332, 1413 and 1566, as well 
as on DAB digital radio and the web. The story on 
5 December features our circuit minister the Revd 
Lynita Conradie on ‘Walking by faith, not by sight’. 

Sunday on the BBC 
Sunday 1 November 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
A Service for All Saints - In a year of upheaval when 
patterns of life have been overturned and so many 
people have been unexpectedly taken from us, the 
Rev Dr Alex Wimberly, leader of the Corrymeela 
Community, reflects on the memory and influence 
of the love and compassion of those we have lost. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
The programme visits Dundee, where its comic 
book tradition inspired a new version of the Bible.  
There its local parish nurses who combine their 
medical skills with their faith to help people on the 
road to recovery from addiction. 
Sunday 8 November 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Seeking Higher Things – A Remembrance Sunday 
service from the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, 
with RAF personnel who speak of their experience 
of the place of God in their life of service. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Remembrance Sunday – Aled Jones visits the Brecon 
Beacons, where the British military trained since 
World War Two. And hear from Maurillia Simpson 
who served in Iraq but retired from the army due to 
injury. She shares her story of finding peace has 
through the medium of singing and her faith. 
 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 

Local Preacher Peter Davies leads this Sunday’s 
10.45 am circuit Zoom service. 
 
If you have the internet then use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WX
o2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 

Meeting ID – 827 0354 0378, Password – 947280.  
 
You can also join by dialling either 020 3481 5237 
or 020 3051 2874. When prompted enter the 
Meeting ID and password (see above). 
 

Bible passages for future Sundays 
8 November - Matthew 25:1-13; 1 Thess 4:13-18 
15 November - Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Thess 5:1-11-13 

 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) 
(ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 

mailto:ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk

